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DEAR FRIENDS IN CHRIST:                                                                                                    March 2019 
“Be of good courage, and He will strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.” Ps.31:24 

 
     This verse has proven so true for us in UCCF this past year of mission work in Ukraine!  It has been a 
year of changes, health problems, and other unusual difficulties in our Gospel outreach, but we praise 
and thank our faithful Lord that He has indeed strengthened our hearts.  Together with all our dear 
supporters here and our co-workers in Ukraine we will pray for His continued blessing on the work.  May 
we hope in the Lord and be strengthened and encouraged.   
    We thank God for providing all that was needed for last summer’s camps – Juniors, Teens, Foster 
Family camps, DVBS in the villages, and special orphanage services.  During the year, many of our former 
summer campers have been enthusiastically coming and bringing their friends to our ongoing Camp 
Follow-up meetings.  As always, Christmas was a very busy time. Many parents were invited and came 
to see their children take part in the special programs that told of the saving love of our Saviour.  And 
now our co-workers are already looking forward to celebrate the happiest day of the year – Easter!  
 

                                                                   ******** 
                                                                         

    We extend our sincere apologies for the long delay with sending out your 

receipts and our UCCF Updates. From the heart we thank you for your 

patience and for your much appreciated support. 

                                                                           

                                                                           ******             
Join with us in PRAISE AND PRAYER as you read these excerpts from our co-workers’ reports:            
 
*TATIANA, Camp Director, wrote:   
       “JUNIOR CAMP on the Azov Sea (June 26-July 4) was so blessed!  Thank you for your prayers!  I now 
have a special helper in the camps, KARINA, who has taken on some of my general responsibilities so 
that I could have more time to talk with the children and get to know them better.   
      I feel so privileged that God lets us influence these young souls and help them learn about Him.  Our 
camp is very special because due to your support we are able to accept children who would never be 
able to go to any camp, either because their parents can’t afford it or they really don’t care much about 
what they do.  Sadly, many of them get very little love and attention at home.  One boy, Sasha, had 
some health problems so he and I talked almost every day when I brought him his needed medication.  
He would often come to tell me how he felt, so I spent quite a lot of time with him.  He told me that he 
lives with grandparents because his mother was given a restraining order and he can’t see her.  What 
breaks my heart is that he talks about it calmly, as if it were normal.  So this is the kind of family model 
this boy sees in his life!  Christian camp is an opportunity for him, and for all the other children, to know 
that God provides a much different kind of life.   
      THANK YOU VERY MUCH for making our camps possible!” 
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   TATIANA wrote about TEEN CAMP which was by a river in the  Poltava region (Aug. 5 -14).    
      “There were about 100 people – including our team of volunteers.  I want you all to know that you 
helped to accomplish a great thing here in Ukraine.  It’s so impressive what God is doing here.  Every 
time when I see how teenagers change, I know I am witnessing a miracle. It was so blessed!  I even don’t 
know how to express my feelings and impressions.   
      We witnessed God’s saving work during camp - more than 10 teenagers repented.  As I write this I 
have not yet received all the info from the counselors, but I talked to a number of teenagers about the 
camp and what it meant to them. 
 
RUSLANA was one of those who repented at our Teen Camp.  Here is what she wrote about it. 
    “When I came to the camp this year I noticed that my character began to change.  The last day at the 
evening chapel I felt that it was time for me to give my heart and soul to Christ and to be cleaned from 
my sins.  My counselor, Svetlana, helped me to make that decision.  She willingly answered my 
questions, helped me to decide between repentance and holding on to my friends’ approval.  I was 
concerned what other people would think of me if I repented.  My good friend Oleg supported me in my 
decision.  I wasn’t sure how he would respond to my repenting, but I found out that he wanted to 
repent too!  Oleg’s counselor, Dima Nagorniy, helped us.  He talked to us and prayed with us.  I am so 
thankful to Dima that he helped us invite our Great God into our lives - this God who will guide us 
through our lives.  It was a very special moment for me.  I am so thankful for the camp, for the 
opportunity to change and learn so many important life lessons.” 
     
* Ruslana is the only believer in her family.  There is no church in their village - Yulievka. For some time 
our co-workers have been holding Bible/Craft meetings there every Saturday. We will be taking Ruslana 
and a few others to our Camp Follow-up Meetings in the Kushugum church. God is the One who changes 
lives.  I am glad that thanks to the camp young people can spend 10 days in a very special atmosphere 
where they are encouraged to say ‘yes’ to God.   
                                                            
                                                                      ************ 

 
KARINA wrote a report about one of the special DVBS meetings we hold in villages. 
     “I greet you in the name of our Lord.  I am 20 years old and this year I was Program Leader of the 
DVBS held in Yulievka village.  This is the village to which my team and I go every Saturday to hold an 
evangelical program for children and teenagers.  Thanks to Larissa, who is on the Village Council and is 
officially responsible for the ‘children’s cultural education,’ we are not only allowed but welcomed here 
to come and tell children about Christ.   
     During DVBS we discuss important topics and study examples from the Bible.  Our main topics were 
the following – “To hear and to listen.”  The goal is not just to hear, but to really listen.  The key message 
of the last day was the verse:  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”  
(Heb.11:6)   
     Every day the children learned Bible verses and at the end of our ‘camp’ they received prizes.  This 
year we were blessed with ‘Samaritan’s Purse’ gift boxes.  The children had never before received such 
prizes! So this year all those who learned the verses (24 people) got a good reward for their efforts.  
Altogether 56 children came – almost twice as many as last year. They also enjoyed craft time. Every day 
we treated the children with compote (homemade fruit juices) and cookies.  
     I was deeply impressed and concerned about one boy who came for the first time.  His name is Dima 
and is about 10 or 11 years old.  The first day he came up to me and asked why I believed in Christ, 
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adding that he himself was an atheist who believed only in science and just came to DVBS for the games 
and crafts.  During Bible lessons he was either lying down on the ground or sitting up and making some 
contradictory remarks about the Bible story. Of course, he said he would not learn the Bible verses.  
     On the third day he listened attentively to the Bible lesson and you can imagine my surprise when on 
the last day he came up and told me he was ready to recite all the Bible verses!  Then he said he would 
come to our weekly meetings on Saturdays, but only until he is 14 years old.  Then he would quit.   
     I am praying much for him and asking God to change his life – his way of thinking - so that Dima could 
believe in God.  
     To sum up, I can say that we had a blessed time.  Our team of co-workers who devoted their time and 
efforts to this ministry had a meeting at the end and together we thanked God for DVBS in Yulievka.  
And we thank you very much for all your support – especially for your prayers. 
 
                                                            **************** 
  

TATIANA tells us about Vlad who came to Teen Camp and very much needs our prayers. 
     Vlad lives in Yulievka, the village where we hold kids meetings every Saturday. Vlad’s mother passed 
away when he was little.  His father is an alcoholic, so Vlad lives with his grandmother who can’t cope 
with him. He is now 13, lives practically on the street and every year grows more and more aggressive.    
When I called Larissa (the lady who lets us hold children’s meetings) and told her I wanted Vlad to come 
to Teen Camp, she said, “Are you sure? His behavior is so bad he will cause problems and will be a bad 
influence on other children.”  But I believed that we should take Vlad to camp for several reasons; firstly, 
because it would be 10 days for him to be in an atmosphere of love and acceptance.  Secondly, I wanted 
him to have one more chance to change his life.  I am thankful that Larissa really wanted to help and she 
actually went to Vlad and helped him pack his things. 
     The first three days of camp were very difficult.  Vlad showed in every way that he did not want to be 
there.  I got the impression that he was defending himself even though no one was attacking him.  He 
didn’t like the campsite, the program, the people and said he wanted to go home to his ‘normal’ routine. 
But then changes came…slowly.  I am so thankful for Vlad’s group counselor – his name is Stas.  He had 
so much patience towards the boy!  Vlad became calmer.  I personally talked with him several times.  
One evening after chapel I decided to speak with him because he had been talking loudly during the 
sermon.  I told him that we loved him and wanted him to change.  I could tell he had been expecting me 
to scold him, but I felt he would not respond to scolding – he got enough of that everywhere else. 
     On the last evening he talked with Alina (one of our co-workers helping at the camp).  Vlad said he 
wanted to spend a few days with her family and promised to be obedient.  He told her how much he 
really loved camp and he didn’t want to go back home.  He said it was so good to feel loved in the camp. 
Vlad told her a little bit about his life, how he and other boys get together and go to another village to 
fight with the local boys there.  There are no rules in those fights! Alina said it was hard to hold back her 
tears.  He is only 13 and everyone has given up on him. No one believes he can change, but we know 
that the Lord is able and wants to change his life. 
     Vlad’s camp counselor Stas remembers that  “Vlad prayed on the last night of camp and asked 
another boy to repent with him, but the boy said it was late and he wanted to go to bed.  Vlad prayed 
anyway and asked God to “help him to be on the side of light.” 
     Our co-workers ask - Please pray for this boy.  Vlad has no one to pray for him except us. 
                                                   ***************** 
TATIANA REPORTS THAT CAMP FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS are continuing and growing.   
     The pastors who were speakers at our camps gladly come and bring good messages. The ‘campers’ 
love to sing and reminisce about their times at camp.  There were 60 young people at our last meeting 
and they brought a number of their friends who had never been to camp.  We chose the theme for this 
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meeting “Is there life after camp?” and spoke about the importance of continuing to attend church, to 
pray, read the Bible and spend time in fellowship with other Christians. 
     Tatiana was especially happy with our co-worker Svetlana Klabukova’s work.  The girls from her camp 
group come to Follow-up Meetings every time.  They formed relationships which I would like to see in 
each group.  Svetlana keeps in touch with them via social network, and they share their problems, joyful 
moments, and ask for advice.  I am so happy that God made these Follow-up Meetings work!   
           
                                                          ************** 
FOSTER FAMILY CAMPS – We continue to support this very good outreach. 
       We give you an excerpt from one of a number of the letters that we received.    
>From the S. family:   “Greetings to you, friends!  My name is Ludmila.  My husband and I raise nine 
adopted children.  This summer we were very lucky – we were invited to spend time in the Peaceful 
Haven Camp for foster families.  But this is not just a camp – it’s a Christian camp where there is no 
abuse, beer, inappropriate behavior.  There are good words, children’s laughter, talk about God.  
Families from all over Ukraine come to this camp…. The parents had time for a rest and discussions 
while their children were at Bible lessons, did handicrafts, played football, volleyball, camp games.  
There were wonderful counselors for them….  My family is very grateful to God and the whole team for 
such a camp. We really need to realize that we are not alone.  Thank you very much.  Glory to God.” 
 
                                                                  ************** 
TONENKOYE VILLAGE OUTREACH is located in the war ravaged and damaged Donbass area. 
      UCCF had the opportunity a few years ago to help purchase a house in this village so that it could be 
repaired and used for church services. Some friends of UCCF here in the Fraser Valley were impressed by 
the Lord to donate toward this effort, and others followed.  Today we can tell you that after basic 
repairs were done by our youth and chairs bought, there is now a bright witness for the Lord in that 
place.  This small church is unique because it was planted during the war.   
     We thank the Lord that recently two people from this church were baptized.  Also, they now have a 
brother to lead the work there – Alexander.  His wife Inessa leads the Sunday School work. The people in 
the church are very active.  It was their idea to gather on Wednesdays as well as on Sundays, so they 
could read the Bible together and the Lord is teaching and blessing them. 
                                                                 ************** 

     > URGENT REQUEST - PLEASE PRAY FOR A LITTLE BOY IN UKRAINE CALLED ERIC: 

      Only a few months ago 8-year-old Eric was a very active, happy child enjoying life with his older sister 
Alyssa and younger brother David, but lately his parents, Andrei and Nina Dvoretsky, noticed that Eric 
was not at all well.  A doctor gave them the sad diagnosis - Eric had acute leukemia. There is no 
treatment for this in Ukraine so Eric would need to go out of the country for help.   
        Both Andrei and Nina are UCCF co-workers. Andrei is also a leading brother in the Kushugum church 
where our mission work has been centered for many years. They are seeing how little Eric’s need has 
united believers both in Ukraine and abroad. God moved the heart of a Baptist pastor in Rome to help 
regarding treatment in Italy for Eric. He also found a place for the family to rent nearby. They do not 
require a visa to go to Italy which saves them both time and money.  We thank the Lord that there will 
be no cost for the treatments. Eric was immediately admitted and had his first chemo, after which he 
went to stay with his mother. His condition is not good at present.   May our Lord strengthen Eric. 
  

IF YOU  WOULD LIKE  TO ENCOURAGE  ERIC – EMAIL  YOUR MESSAGE TO UCCF AND WE WILL 

MAKE SURE HIS FATHER RECEIVES IT.  OUR EMAIL IS:   pcf.lapka@shaw.ca             

                                                   **************** 
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